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IOM’s cash-based interventions (CBI) provide cash assistance to crisis-affected individuals, 
households, and communities to better support their fundamental rights to protection 
and assistance. Informed by cash feasibility assessments to examine market conditions, 
beneficiary preference, political acceptance, availability of service providers, and protection 
and security concerns, that cash is the appropriate response modality to meet identified 
needs of affected communities is ensured as a priority before proceeding.

In Ethiopia, recurrent phenomenon ranging from conflict, drought, damage to basic services 
and infrastructure, changing livelihoods strategies, poverty, and progressive depletion of 
coping mechanisms often lead to displacement. Recognizing the flexibility, efficiency, and 
effectiveness of CBI, IOM provides cash assistance both during and after crises. Cash 
assistance is provided either through direct implementation or through Rapid Response 
Fund (RRF) depending on context and UN accessibility to areas of intervention. 

Multi-Purpose Cash Assistance (MPCA)
Supports basic household needs of affected populations as they see fit (e.g. food, livelihoods, 
health, WASH, education, SNFIs). The designated amount is finalized in line with Ethiopia’s 
Cash Working Group (CWG) recommendations and commonly transferred to recipients’ 
bank accounts in multiple installments.

Cash for Shelter and Non-Food Items (SNFIs)
Supports internally displaced persons (IDPs), IDPs that returned to their area of origin, but 
not to their property due to damage, security, and/or access issues, or IDPs that relocated 
to a new location. Cash assistance is utilized to construct or repair shelters with sufficient 
housing, land, and property (HLP) verification conducted, to rent accommodation with 
tenure security for a specific period, or to purchase NFIs to meet their essential household 
needs. 
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Cash for Transportation
This form of cash assistance is provided to vulnerable migrant returnees to ensure their 
safe and dignified return to their home communities from points of entry, including 
Addis Ababa. Beneficiary caseloads include deportees from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
migrants assisted to return to Ethiopia by IOM, and migrants returning to Ethiopia from 
neighboring countries across land borders.

vulnerable migrants supported in Addis Ababa and at land 
border points of entry with cash for transportation. 

16,000

Cash for Sanitation
Supports latrine construction for the most vulnerable IDP returnee households. Selected 
households contribute with their labour to pit excavation and structure construction to 
enhance sense of ownership and to promote sustainable operation and maintenance of 
the latrines.

individuals supported with cash for sanitation in Somali.
150

Cash for Livelihoods 
Supports affected populations to meet their urgent basic needs and create sustainable 
livelihoods opportunities.

individuals supported with cash for reintegration in 
Somali, Amhara, Oromia, SNNP, and Gambella.

3,480

Cash for Health
Cash assistance is provided to support health referrals and related needs of most 
vulnerable beneficiaries. 

individuals supported with cash for health in Amhara, Dire Dawa, 
East/West Hararghe, Moyale, Somali, and SNNP.

940

Cash for Protection 
Supports individuals who have faced rights violations and are exposed to protection risks. 
This assistance supports their recovery, resilience, access to protection and other services, 
and urgent protection needs. Primarily, it is integrated as a part of case management, 
including a one-off assistance through individual protection assistance (IPA).

individuals supported with cash for protection in Amhara, 
Tigray, Somali, and Oromia. 
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