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Progress Update
January - June 2022

The Regional Migrant Response Plan (MRP) for the Horn 
of Africa and Yemen 2021 – 2024 is an IOM-led, migrant-
focused inter-agency response framework responding to 
humanitarian and protection needs of vulnerable migrants 
from the Horn of Africa, specifically Somalia and Ethiopia, 
moving towards the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia through 
Djibouti and Yemen. 

The MRP outlines humanitarian, transitional and 
developmental approaches, with the aim of addressing 
drivers of migration, building local institution capacity for 
better migration management and providing sustainable 

reintegration. It provides an essential strategic framework 
to ensure a whole-of-society, whole-of-route and whole-of-
government approach to addressing migrants’ humanitarian 
and protection needs, risks and vulnerabilities.  

There are 30 MRP partners in Ethiopia, coordinating through 
a platform dedicated for the MRP, with inter-linkage to other 
existing coordination mechanisms such as the UN Network 
on Migration in Ethiopia. The partners are working closely 
with the Government of Ethiopia, migrants, cooperating 
partners , and key stakeholders to support migrants and 
host communities in vulnerable situations. 

Regional Migrant Response Plan (MRP)

received life-saving 
assistance from MRP 

partners 

received protection, family 
reunification and capacity 

building assistance

received voluntary 
return and reintegration 

assistance

69,218 12,804

Key achievements 

4,318

IOM provides life-saving assistance to migrant returnees at the MRCs. Photo: IOM/Alex Bee



Progress Update Jan-Jun 2022 | 2

1
3 4

2Provide life-saving assistance 
to vulnerable migrants and 
host communities.

Strengthen access to return, 
sustainable reintegration, and 
community stabilization. 

Building evidence, partnerships, 
and coordination to enhance 
the humanitarian response 
and migration management, 
throughout the migration route.

Provide quality, timely and 
inclusive protection assistance 
and services to migrants and 
host communities.

Strategic Objectives 

Situation Overview 
Partners of the Regional Migrant Response Plan (MRP) for 
the Horn of Africa and Yemen observed the continued 
outward movement of migrants from Ethiopia, with 115,880 
migrants reported having left Ethiopia between January 
and June 20221,  mainly for economic reasons. According 
to IOM’s flow monitoring data, 79 per cent of surveyed 
migrants reported leaving Ethiopia due to economic reasons, 
while approximately 11 and 6 per cent of surveyed migrants 
reported climate change and environmental factors and 
conflict as reasons for leaving, respectively2. Furthermore, 
about 30 per cent of surveyed migrants reported protection 
concerns of arrest and detention3 during the migration 
experience. During the second quarter of the year 2022, 
migrant outflows from the Amhara and Oromia regions 
of Ethiopia through Djibouti to Yemen and the Arabian 
Peninsula indicated an increase of 17 per cent and 30 per 
cent, respectively, compared to the first three months from 
January4. 

Following the agreement signed between the governments of 
Ethiopia and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to return 102,000 
migrants starting from 30 March 2022, approximately 
66,500 migrants had returned by the government’s charter 
flights by the end of June.  Over 700 unaccompanied migrant 
children (UMC) as well as approximately 3,500 infants and 
small children were among the caseloads. MRP partners 
in Ethiopia also reported increased involuntary returns of 
migrants from Djibouti to the Ethiopian point of entry (PoE) 
at Dewele, with 4,086 individuals returning since January this 
year. The returnees endured5 adverse protection concerns 
during their journey including extortion, sexual violence 
and torture by smugglers/traffickers, child protection issues, 
mental health and psychosocial issues, extreme hot weather 

1    Migration Along the Eastern Corridor, Report 28 as of 30 June 2022 – IOM Regional Office for the East and Horn of Africa – 28 July 2022
2     Ibid.  
3     Ibid. 
4     Ibid.
5     IOM registration databases, 2022 

and lack of food and water. MRP partners also reported 
considerable health conditions among this population 
including psychiatric disorders, tuberculosis (TB), pneumonia 
etc. To respond to the situation of migrants at the Dewele 
PoE, MRP partners are providing screening, immediate life 
saving assistance  including Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH), food, Non-Food Items (NFIs) and referral. 
More so, partners are constructing a Migration Response 
Centre (MRC) to facilitate  safe return of migrants to their 
communities of origin. 

Despite the existing funding gaps, MRP partners will continue 
to respond to the needs of migrants, providing long-term 
accommodation solutions for those migrants unable to 
return to their home communities, especially for migrants 
with special needs, such as UMCs and pregnant and lactating 
women.
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Through the MRCs, health clinics, mobile teams, way stations; and child protection desks, the MRP partners provided life-saving 
assistance6 to 69,218 beneficiaries, including  57,407 migrants (11,721 female, 45,686 male), and 11,414 host community 
members in different parts of the country including Addis Ababa, Dire Dawa, Afar, Somali, Oromia and Amhara regions.

MRP partners reached a total of 12,804 beneficiaries of which 1,390 are migrants returnees with specialized protection 
assistance, including, legal aid counseling, and mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS), as well as awareness-raising 
and community sensitization activities. Furthermore, a total of 774 government officials (461 female, 313 male) were reached 
through capacity building activity. In collaboration with the Government of Ethiopia, 384 UMCs (277 girls and 107 boys) were 
assisted with family tracing and reunification to their places of origin. 

6 Assistance provided included food, non-food items (NFIs), multi-purpose cash assistance, primary and secondary healthcare, water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH), safe and dignified accom-
modation. 

Achievements

Strategic Objective 2

Strategic Objective 1

57,407 migrants

774 government officials 

11,414 host community members

69,218 
beneficiaries

1,390 migrants returnees received
protection assistance

774 government officials reached 
through capacity building

384 migrant reached through 
family tracing

11,030 host communities reached through 
awareness raising and community sensitization

13,578 
beneficiaries 

reached 

11,72157,497

Life-saving assistance to vulnerable migrants

Quality, timely and inclusive protection assistance
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Strategic Objective 3

Community Stabilization Highlights 

The Ethiopian Red Cross Society is implementing a four-year migration project, which will run until 2025 in Amhara, Oromia, 
Tigray, and Addis Ababa administrations. The project will provide returnees with MHPSS, social cohesion, livelihood support, 
and recreation services. Baseline assessments show that livelihood challenges are the leading cause of vulnerabilities for 
returnees. The project will invest a significant percentage of the budget in these interventions.

individuals reached through 
voluntary return and tailored 

reintegration assistance
4,318 

MRP partners facilitated access to return, sustainable reintegration, and community stabilization through onward 
transportation, assisted voluntary return and tailored reintegration assistance to 4,318 beneficiaries (1,027 female, 3,291 
male) assistance depending on the need.

MRP partners in Ethiopia partnered with local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in Amhara, Oromia, Somali and 
SNNP regions, to implement community-based reintegration projects to enhance the migrant response mechanisms through 
the engagement of the community and government structures to ensure sustainable livelihoods for migrant returnees and 
potential migrants. These projects include irrigation, skills provision and environmental conservation, production of hollow 
blocks to support livelihood opportunities and economic reintegration. 

Return and sustainable reintegration Support

IOM and partners are working together to provide sustainable livelihoods for migrants returnees, as well as potential migrants. Photo: IOM
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Strategic Objective 4

IOM Ethiopia produced and published monthly flow monitoring reports. See below IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix 
(DTM) publications and the Mixed Migration Centre’s (MMC) Quarterly Mixed Migration Updates. Click here to read

To facilitate smooth information exchange and help synergize the interventions and plans under the MRP framework, two MRP 
partner coordination meetings that were held in March and June 2022 which were attended by 31 technical representatives 
(15 females and 16 males). Technical representatives drawn from government and NGOs and UN organisations attended 
both meetings to share, discuss, and explore pathways to strengthen the coordination and operationalization of the MRP 
2022 and shape the way forward for the planning of the MRP 2023 in Ethiopia.7

Danish Refugee Council’s (DRC) 

The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) produced three research publications on migration trends in Ethiopia during the reporting 
period. The April report indicated that while women, children, and vulnerable individuals comprised initial returns, returns 
after the second half of April comprised primarily adult men. In addition, while MRP partners are providing temporary 
accommodation in addition to the shelters sponsored by the Government of Ethiopia, the shelters were close to reaching 
their total capacity to meet the considerable needs due to the rapid rate of returns. The EMP is funded through the United 
Kingdom Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office (UK FCDO)8. 

Mixed Migration Centre (MMC): Drivers and aspirations of  Ethiopians impacted by the Tigray 
conflict9 

MMC produced a snapshot exploring the migration drivers and aspirations of Ethiopians in Somalia and Sudan who have left 
Ethiopia since the outbreak of conflict in Tigray in November 2020. The report sheds light on how the conflict has impacted 
mixed migration dynamics in the region and farther afield, including movements east to Somalia, where some Ethiopians join 
routes towards the Gulf. This snapshot aims to inform protection responses outside of Ethiopia, highlighting the need for a 
route-based approach and coordinating responses across routes, given the complex movement dynamics emanating from 
the crisis.

7    MRP includes 30 partners contributing towards the MRP’s overall goal to enhance coordination and partnerships as critical enablers towards more effective response and effective use of 
scarce resources. The partners also serve as the National Coordination Committees (NCC)
8   Ethiopia Migration Programme, Monthly Atmospherics Report 14-12# - April - June 2022 .“Please note that the Atmospherics remain the property of FCDO and are not for onward 
distribution without prior approval”

9   Drivers and aspirations of Ethiopians impacted by the Tigray conflict – Data from Somalia and Sudan – 4MI Snapshot – Mixed Migration Centre – 27 May 2022

Building evidence, partnerships and coordination

Surveys/Assessments/Research 

MRP Partner coordination Meeting in Bishoftu, Ethiopia.
Photo: IOM/June2022
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Relevant publications  

MRP Partners and Donors

Click here to read the Regional Migrant Response 
Plan for the Horn of  Africa and Yemen 2022


