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IOM, the UN Migration Agency, 
and the African Union Commission 
(AUC) have launched a study on 
the Benefits and Challenges of Free 
Movement of Persons in Africa.

The study – commissioned by the 

AUC and IOM to further inform 
deliberations on and work towards 
continental integration – explores the 
argument for free movement, while 
also highlighting potential pitfalls, 
and enables for a well-governed 
continental free movement regime.

One key conclusion is that the 
benefits of free movement far 

outweigh any challenges that may 
rise; moreover, solutions to those 
challenges do not lie in slowing the 
march towards freer movement of 
African citizens on the continent, but 
in AU Member States individually 
and collectively working to address 
the key challenges, the study has 
noted.
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ADDIs AbAbA- EthIOPIA 
04 JUNE 2018

IOM, the UN Migration Agency, 
started distributing on 20 May, 
self-made water filters to drought 
displaced communities in four 
kebeles (Rob Don, Haidure, Row 
Row and Alan) in Dolo Bay Woreda, 
Somali Regional State of Ethiopia.

A needs assessment conducted by 
IOM in the Dollo Bay and Dollo Ado 

Woredas in Somali Region identified 
2,500 internally displaced persons 
(IDP) households in need of water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
support. In the framework of the IOM 
WASH programme, beneficiaries are 
exposed to basic water, sanitation 
and hygiene practices through 
practical sessions that target women 
in the communities. During the 
sessions, participants are introduced 
to a water filtering technique for 

ensuring the safety of water which 
is typically collected from ponds and 
seasonal rivers in the vicinity of IDP 
settlements.

“This water tastes bitter, and it 
gives us and our little ones stomach 
sickness,” said Mariama Oumar, a 
32-year-old mother. “But it is the 
only water source that is accessible. 
This is where the animals come to 
drink water and the children come 
to swim. So it gets even dirtier.”

UN MigratioN ageNcy DistribUtes Water 
Filters For DisplaceD FaMilies iN ethiopia

Ambassador Hope Tumukunde 
Gasatura, in her capacity as chair of 
the Specialized Technical Committee 
of the African Union on Migration, 
Refugees and IDPs and Ambassador 
of Rwanda to Ethiopia and Djibouti, 
underlined that Rwanda’s experience 
following its decision to ensure visas 
are obtainable upon arrival for all 
African nationals has occasioned 
many benefits, including an increase 
in tourism and a more favourable 
trade balance for Rwanda. None of 
the often-touted security concerns 
linked to migration have played out 
in the case of Rwanda.

The Commissioner for Political 
Affairs for the African Union 
Commission, Ambassador Minata 
Samate Cessouma, noted that free 
movement of persons will be critical 
to achieving the socio-economic and 
political integration and prosperity 
envisioned in Agenda 2063 – The 
Africa We Want. She noted the 
progress made thus far in facilitating 
free movement of persons – so far, 
32 African countries have signed the 
Protocol to the Treaty Establishing 
the African Economic Community 
Relating to Free Movement of 
Persons, Right of Residence and 
Right of Establishment, and some 
several countries are reflecting on 

how to commence implementation 
of visa upon arrival policies. However, 
she underlined the urgency in 
moving towards ratification and 
implementation of the protocol, 
noting that the fifteen ratifications 
are required for the protocol to come 
into force. Thus far, only Rwanda has 
ratified the protocol.

In her overview of the study, Maureen 
Achieng, IOM Ethiopia Chief of 
Mission and Representative to the 
AU, IGAD and UNECA, discussed 
the benefits of free movement as 
advanced in the study. She explained 
that free movement of persons will 
be key to reaching the target of 
50 per cent intra-African trade by 
2045 as envisioned in Agenda 2063. 
She went on to underline the key 
recommendations advanced in the 
study as proposed responses to the 
challenges to implementing a free 
movement regime, and potential 
threats it could bring in. The study 
notes that these include the need 
to improve national civil registration 
systems and enhanced capacities 
of border management and law 
enforcement capabilities of Member 
States.

Dr. Khabele Matlosa, Director of 
the AUC/Department of Political 

Affairs applauded the study, adding 
that “It is critical for us to unveil the 
findings of the study as they will help 
Member States to approach the issue 
of free movement from an informed 
stand point.” He appreciated the 
fact that the study takes account of 
current efforts of the African Union 
and its respective Regional Economic 
Communities to facilitate free 
movement of persons in Africa.

The study, and indeed the support 
that IOM has continued to provide to 
AU deliberations and work towards 
continental free movement, has 
been made possible through financial 
support from the Government 
of Norway. In his message of 
support, Andreas Gaarder, Norway’s 
Ambassador to Ethiopia, Djibouti, 
the African Union and IGAD declared 
that “Inter-Africa trade cannot 
happen when businesses, ideas, 
and people cannot move around 
the continent. Migration and labour 
mobility present an opportunity for 
growth and economic development.” 
Ambassador Gaarder concluded by 
reassuring the AUC and its partners 
of Norway’s continued support with 
a view to facilitating safe, orderly and 
regular migration.
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Using IOM-supplied five-layered 
water filters, displaced community 
members like Mariama can decrease 
bacterial contaminants in the water. 
“There are several ways to clean the 
water, but we were aiming to supply 
this low maintenance self-made 
water filter so that the community 
can easily maintain and replicate it,” 
said Tabata Fioretto, IOM’s WASH 
specialist. “Chemicals are effective 
for preassembled filters; however, 
they are unsustainable given the long 
distance that these hard-to-reach 
communities have to travel to get to 
a market supplying the chemicals. 

These people need something 
customized for their needs.”

In addition to water filters, IOM has 
also supported some communities 
with Emergency Shelter (ES), Non-
Food Items (NFI) and the construction 
of 22 gender-segregated sanitation 
facilities comprised of latrines and 
bathing stalls. The facilities are also 
equipped with solar lights to ensure 
safe access after dark, given the 
absence of electrical connectivity in 
the communities. The community, 
and especially its women, established 
their own sanitation committees 
whose objective is to maintain the 

facilities. IOM awarded women 
representatives who championed 
the hygiene and sanitation initiatives 
within the communities with 
encouragement trophies.

IOM WASH assistance in Dolo Bay 
is supported through funding from 
the United States Office for Foreign 
Disaster Assistance (OFDA). WASH 
needs across IDP communities in 
Ethiopia remain vast. IOM Ethiopia 
is appealing for USD 1,650,000 to 
provide additional water, sanitation 
and hygiene support to 60,000 IDP 
beneficiaries.

news

Self-made water filter demonstration for displaced persons at Dolo Bay, Ethiopian Somali Region. 
Photo: Alemayehu Seifeselassie/ IOM
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ADDIs AbAbA - EthIOPIA 
25 JUNE 2018

Following a visit by Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed to Egypt, 
32 Ethiopian irregular migrants, who 
were detained in the country, were 
pardoned by Egyptian President 
Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi and flown back 
to Ethiopia on 11 June 2018.

Upon arrival at the Addis Ababa 
Airport, the 32 returnees were 
welcomed by Dr. Aklilu Hailemichael, 
State Minister at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, as well as Ms. 
Maureen Achieng, IOM Ethiopia 
Chief of Mission and Representative 
to the ECA AU and IGAD.

The returnees, all young at age, were 
smuggled to Egypt intending to go 
to Europe. Following the Eastern 
and Southern Migratory routes, this 
Northern Migratory Route is one 
of the major paths migrants from 
Ethiopia use in search of better work 

opportunities in Europe. In 2017, 
more than 1,700 migrants have lost 
their lives trying to reach Europe 
while crossing the Mediterranean 
Sea. Many migrants become 
stranded in transit countries like 
Egypt and face detention for crossing 
the borders irregularly.

With funds provided by the 
European Union under the EU-
IOM Joint Initiative for Migrant 
Protection and Reintegration, the 
returnees were then transported to 
the IOM Assisted Voluntary Return 
and Reintegration Transit Center 
where they were provided with 
an overnight accommodation and 
onward transportation allowance 
to return back home. Working in 
collaboration with the Government 
of Ethiopia, IOM also provides 
general reintegration assistance that 
supports the returnees’ economic, 
social and psychosocial needs. 

The EU-IOM Joint Initiative facilitates 
orderly, safe, regular and responsible 
migration management through the 
development of rights-based and 
development-focused procedures 
and processes on protection and 
sustainable reintegration. The 
project, backed by the EU Trust Fund, 
covers and has been set up in close 
cooperation with a total of 26 African 
countries.

Since July 2017, under the Joint 
Initiative, over 1,100 Ethiopian 
returnees from Chad, Djibouti, 
Kenya, Libya, Malawi, Mozambique, 
Niger, Somalia-Bossaso, South 
Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, Yemen and 
Zambia have been provided with 
post-arrival assistance and general 
assistance. Meanwhile, IOM is 
currently processing complementary 
reintegration assistance including 
economic, social and psychosocial 
assistance to the most vulnerable.  

COvEr STOry

ioM to proviDe reiNtegratioN assistaNce For 
32 ethiopiaN MigraNts FroM egypt
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ADDIs AbAbA- EthIOPIA 
7 JUNE 2018

Tragedy struck migrants trying to 
cross from the Horn of Africa to find 
employment in Yemen and the Gulf, 
when their vessel capsized in high 
waves as it approached its destination 
in the early hours of 6 June.

UN Migration Agency staff were 
on the scene providing assistance 
to the traumatized survivors. IOM 
staff reported that 46 migrants had 
drowned, 37 men and 9 women. A 
further 16 remain missing, presumed 
dead.

At least 100 migrants crammed onto 
a smuggler’s boat that left the port 
of Bossaso, Somalia on 5 June.  They 
were reportedly all Ethiopian, 83 
men and 17 women. After travelling 

through the night across the short 
but treacherous Gulf of Aden, their 
boat approached the shore at 5 am 
on 6 June.

Survivors said the passengers who 
were without lifejackets in the 
smuggler’s boat started panicking as 
high waves struck close to the shore. 
As the boat took on water, they were 
pitched headlong into the rough seas 
where so many succumbed.

“The Gulf of Aden’s shameful 
migration tragedy is one that is hidden 
in plain sight,” said Mohammed 
Abdiker, Director of Department of 
Operations and Emergencies.

“Over 7,000 poor migrants take this 
perilous journey every month; some 
100,000 took it just last year. They are 
treated appallingly and go through 
horrendous conditions. This has to 
end,” he added.

IOM staff went to the scene and were 
providing medical assistance, health, 

FEATUrE

46 MigraNts DroWN oN yeMeN’s 
shores, 16 MissiNg

“Over 7,000 poor 
migrants take this 

perilous journey every 
month; some 100,000 

took it just last year. They 
are treated appallingly 

and go through 
horrendous conditions. 

This has to end”
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food and psychosocial support to the survivors. The 
ICRC and Yemen Red Crescent ensured the burial of 
the deceased.

This tragedy is the latest of many to have befallen 
migrants traveling to or from Yemen.

Earlier this week IOM helped some 101 Ethiopian 
migrants leave Yemen through Hudaydah Port as 
clashes grew closer to the area. The migrants were 
brought to Djibouti after hours of delays on the high 
seas and are now being cared for. IOM is providing 
transport assistance at all stages of the journey in 
cooperation with its Government partners.

That group included nearly 51 women and 33 children, 
who had become stranded in the country and are 
among the most vulnerable cases from a larger group 
of about 300 migrants stuck in detention.

Both while travelling to and in Yemen, migrants are 
routinely abused by smugglers and other criminals, 
including physical and sexual abuse, torture for ransom, 
arbitrary detention for long periods of time, forced 
labour and even death. Some migrants get caught up in 
the conflict, sustaining injuries or dying from shelling, 

and some are taken to detention centres, both official 
and unofficial. 

Through its Voluntary Humanitarian Return programme, 
IOM is providing transportation and return support 
from Yemen to the migrants’ final destinations in their 
home countries.

In 2017, IOM helped around 2,900 migrants and 
refugees return home from Yemen: 73 per cent of 
them were Somalis, 25 per cent Ethiopians and 2 per 
cent other nationalities. IOM has also helped 298 
Ethiopian and 1,064 Somali migrants and refugees 
return home voluntarily to date (30/05) in 2018. 
Assisted spontaneous returns of Somali refugees 
are carried out in collaboration with UNHCR, the UN 
Refugee Agency.

In Yemen, IOM provides additional humanitarian 
assistance to migrants, including health care, shelter 
and aid items and psychosocial support, while also 
supporting displaced and conflict affected Yemenis. 
In Somalia, Ethiopia and Djibouti, IOM also provides 
emergency support to migrants starting out their 
journeys, while in transit and when returning.”

ADDIs AbAbA- EthIOPIA 
30 MAy 2018

The UN Migration Agency (IOM) 
in coordination with the Ethiopian 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change (MEFCC) organized 
a capacity building workshop on 
knowledge exchange on migration, 
environment and climate change 
among policymakers. The two-
day program which aimed to 
better integrate migration into 
environmental policies, disaster 
risk reduction as well as climate 
change adaptation strategies, 
also briefed the gathering to take 
environmental migration into 
account in migration management 
policies at a national level.

The workshop, which drew the 
participation of various ministries at 
both the federal and regional levels, 
was an opportunity to build the 
capacity and facilitate exchange of 
policymakers from different sectors 
of the Government, an important 
to step to address the cross-cutting 
issue of environmental migration.

In her opening remarks, Ms. 
Yamelaksira Tamene, Director for 
Technology Development and 
Transfer, MEFCC, emphasized 
Ethiopia’s enhanced vulnerabilities 
to climate change and Ethiopia’s 
proactive adaptation and mitigation 
policies. The Government of 
Ethiopia launched the country’s 
National Adaptation Plan to climate 

change in September 2017 and has 
identified 18 goals that are to be 
implemented at national and sub-
national level.

The IOM Deputy Chief of Mission, 
Jian Zhao, touched upon the notion 
that migration is an age-old way to 
adapt to changing environmental 
conditions and that if migration is 
managed well, and conducted in a 
safe, orderly and regular way, it can 
function as a proactive adaptation 
strategy to climate change. The 
statement encapsulates IOM’s 
objective to facilitate migration as 
an adaptation strategy and enhance 
the resilience of communities 
affected by climate change.

MiNistry oF eNviroNMeNt, Forest aND 
cliMate chaNge joiN haNDs With 
ioM to iNtegrate MigratioN iNto 
eNviroNMeNtal policies
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FEATUrE

ADDIs AbAbA - EthIOPIA 
27 JUNE 2018

State Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Aklilu Hailemichael (Phd.) held 
talks with a delegation from the 
Netherland’s Business and Diaspora 

Affairs led by Ms. Maureen Achieng  
Chief of Mission to the International 
Organization for Migration Ethiopia 
and Representative to the African 
Union, IGAD and UNECA on 27th 

June, 2018. The delegation led by 
Ms. Maureen Achieng came to 

Ethiopia to monitor the reintegration 
process of Ethiopian returnees from 
the Netherlands.

Aklilu expressed his appreciation 
to the UN Agency, IOM for its close 
partnership with the Ethiopian 
government and briefed the 
delegation on current situation of 
returnees from the Netherlands. 
The two sides also exchanged views 
on the incentive package provided 
by the Netherlands government to 
reintegrate the Diaspora community.

Ms. Maureen Achieng, for her part, 
stressed that IOM will continue 
its effort to facilitate orderly, 
safe, regular and responsible 
migration management through 
the development of rights-based 
and development-focused policies 
and processes on protection and 
sustainable reintegration.

state MiNister oF ForeigN 
aFFairs brieF Delegates FroM 
NetherlaNDs oN reiNtegratioN 
process oF ethiopiaN retUrNees

The workshop built on IOM’s capacity 
building programme on Migration, 
Environment and Climate Change 
and was a part of IOM’s Better 
Migration Management project, 
supported by the European Union.

As the leading intergovernmental 
agency working on migration, the 

IOM recognizes the necessity to 
step up national, regional and 
international efforts to address 
human mobility challenges 
associated with environmental 
factors and climate change. IOM 
has been engaging in research, 
policy and advocacy efforts, and 

operational activities in the area of 
migration, environment and climate 
change since the 1990s, seeking to 
bring environmental migration to the 
heart of international, regional and 
national concerns in collaboration 
with its Member States, observers 
and partners.
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ADDIs AbAbA- EthIOPIA 
13 APRIl 2018

IOM, the UN Migration Agency, 
handed over entertainment 
materials to 12 youth centers 
and 40 schools in Amhara, Tigray, 
Somali, Oromia, and Southern 
Nations and Nationalities People’s 
Regional States in Ethiopia in 
March and April 2018. In addition 
to the peer education and life 
skills training it has provided for 
the youth, IOM has carried out an 
assessment on the material needs 
of the youth centers and schools for 
months. Based on this assessment, 
IOM has provided computers, 
televisions, mini media audio 
video equipment, chairs, tables 
indoor and outdoor entertainment 
materials (table tennis, table 
football, soccer, basketball, and 

volleyball sport accessories), 
which the centers lacked. The 
provision of the equipment will 
facilitate engagement of the youth 
in the regions and expedite their 
awareness on irregular migration.

In Oromia’s Agaro city, IOM has been 
working with the local authorities 
on preventing irregular migration. 
“The equipment provided today is 
vital in providing the information 
and bringing the youth to come to 
the centers and encourage their 
creativity, sports, and life skills. 
The equipped facilities will also 
limit the time our youth spend on 
unproductive engagements,” said 
Nazim Hussein, Mayor of Agaro, 
upon receiving the equipment from 
IOM. According to Hussein, the 
city administration believes that 
bringing the youth to a productive 

center is an innovative way to turn 
the challenges of irregular migration 
into opportunities. “By engaging 
the youth on more productive 
alternatives such as sports and 
entertainment by nurturing their 
skills and encouraging crafts and 
creativity, we can guide them 
to alternative options,” Hussein 
explained. 

Agaro City Youth Center used 
to lack basic equipment such 
as chairs, TV, computers, sport 
equipment, among others. Most 
of the equipment the city had 
was very old. Despite the lack of 
materials the center has managed 
to attract hundreds of youth daily. 
Zerihun Teshome, Agaro City Youth 
and Sports Center’s Deputy Head, 
explains, “The center currently 
trains close to 90 computer 

UN MigratioN ageNcy UNDertakes 
iNForMatioN caMpaigN aND 
DistribUtes eNtertaiNMeNt Materials 
to yoUth ceNters iN ethiopia
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ADDIs AbAbA- EthIOPIA 

20 APRIl 2018 

In a workshop held in Addis Ababa, 
the United Nations Migration 
Agency, IOM, and the Ministry of 
Labour and Social Affairs (MoLSA) 
officially launched the project titled: 
“Integrating migration into national 
development plans: towards policy 

coherence and achievement of the 
SDGs at national and global levels” 
p. The project aims to strengthen 
the capacity of the Government 
of Ethiopia and stakeholders to 
implement migration-related SDGs 
and to report on the stipulated 
targets in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development.

One of the outcomes of the 
workshop was the endorsement 
of a joint semi-annual work plan 
(Jan-June 2018) of the subgroup on 
Prevention within the framework 
of the National Anti-Trafficking and 
Smuggling Taskforce.

In his opening remarks, Mr. 
Berhanu Aberra, Director 
General, Overseas Employment 
Directorate, Ministry of Labour 
and Social Affairs (MoLSA) said, 
“Organizing the efforts of different 
government offices and partners 
is essential to effectively combat 
irregular migration.” According to 
the Director, the Government of 
Ethiopia has set an ETB 20 billion 
revolving fund to support small and 
micro finance institutions so as to 
create more job opportunities for 
young Ethiopians. He informed the 
workshop that his office is working 

news

ioM sUpports ethiopia to iNtegrate MigratioN 
iNto NatioNal DevelopMeNt plaNs aND policies

students and it entertains more 
than 300 youth daily”. The Deputy 
Head believes that with the addition 
of the new equipment, the center 
will be able to attract even more 
youth. “We are going to be capable 
to organize biweekly programmes 
that will bring together hundreds 
of youth to our center. Now we are 
able to screen educational movies, 
engage them on lively discussions 
on the negative impacts of irregular 
migration,” he added. 

IOM provided mini-media materials 
such as amplifier, microphones, 
horn speakers to two schools. As 
most youth go to school, the role 
of school mini-medias is believed 
to be very critical in changing the 
mindset on irregular migration and 
creating a generation with a strong 
self-esteem and commitment for 

change within the country. “We 
have civics, moral, ethics and anti-
irregular migration clubs which 
air programs at the school mini-
medias,” said Nawi Mamo, Agaro 
City Administration Education 
Bureau Head.  The Bureau Head 
also stated that the provision of 
additional mini-media equipment 
will enable schools to reach even 
more students and shape their 
mindset on irregular migration. 
“Most of the battle on irregular 
migration starts on the mindset 
and this should start at schools at a 
young age,” he added.

As a specialized migration agency, 
IOM has been working on promoting 
safe and orderly migration and the 
prevention of irregular migration 
from different places. Among 
its successful flagship projects is 

a   grassroots awareness raising 
campaign called Community 
Conversation. As the organization 
is diversifying its approach, it has 
established a youth engagement 
project on the discussion on 
irregular migration in Ethiopia.

Two projects have made possible 
the distribution of these materials: 
Return and Reintegration of 
Ethiopians Project, which is financed 
by the Kingdom of Denmark; and the 
Reducing Vulnerability to Trafficking 
in Persons exploitation and Abuse 
as well as Recruitment by Criminal 
Networks through Improved Scoi-
Economic Conditions Project, which 
is financed by the People of Japan. 
Both projects are co-implemented 
by IOM and the Government of 
Ethiopia.
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ADDIs AbAbA- EthIOPIA 

17 MAy 2018 

IOM, the UN Migration Agency, 
provided the first economic 

reintegration assistance to 29 
irregular Ethiopian migrant 
returnees under the EU-IOM Joint 
Initiative for Migrant Protection and 
Reintegration in the East and Horn 
of Africa. The migrants returned 
to their communities of origin in 
Southern Nations, Nationalities and 
Peoples’ (SNNP) Region of Ethiopia, 
which is among the regions prone 
to irregular migration.

The group was trained in technical 
agricultural skills such as cattle 
and goat fattening, grain trade and 
diary product, as well as business 
development and management. 
Cattle fodder was also provided 
to the returnees to kickstart their 
cattle fattening businesses. By the 
end of May, a total of 91 returnees 
will have been supported under 
the Joint Initiative. IOM’s team 
in the SNNP Region is providing 
similar reintegration assistance to 
the remaining 62 returnees.

IOM provided business and 
project management training 
and conducted one-on-one 
consultations with the returnees to 
develop their business plans. Some 
of the group have spent months 
outside of Ethiopia and others, 
years, and now have minimal 
knowledge of the current context 
in the country. The personalized 
consultations and the training 
has helped them identify and 
map business opportunities in 
their respective communities, 
as well as be up-to-date with 
current Government business 
requirements.

“I used to work in agri-business 
before I decided to leave Ethiopia,” 
said Abush Girma, a returnee, who 
spent nearly three years as an 
irregular migrant in Zambia and 
Tanzania, trying to reach South 
Africa. “I paid a smuggler 85,000 
(USD 3,000) for the travel. When 

UN MigratioN ageNcy sUpports ecoNoMic 
reiNtegratioN oF ethiopiaN retUrNees UNDer 
eU-ioM joiNt iNitiative

news

on rigorous awareness raising 
campaigns on irregular migration. 
However, despite these efforts, 
the challenges to curb irregular 
migration are enormous and for 
that reason, cannot be tackled 
individually.

The Deputy Chief of Mission 
for IOM Ethiopia, Mr. Zhao Jian, 
noted that there is a correlation 
betweenwell-managed migration 
and the attainment of sustainable 
development, hence its 
incorporation in the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development-- SDG 
10.7.

This capacity building project on 
mainstreaming migration-related 

SDGs in national development 
plans and policies is currently 
being implemented in Ethiopia and 
Ghana; it begun in Sep 2017 and is 
scheduled to end in August 2019.

In Ethiopia, key activities of the 
project include the formation of 
an inter-agency mechanism on 
migration and awareness raising 
on migration-related SDGs, and 
capacity development on reporting 
on migration-related indicators and 
targets, among others. IOM has 
agreed with MoLSA to support the 
strengthening of the Prevention 
Subgroup that the Ministry is leading 
under the National Anti- human 
trafficking and Smuggling Taskforce, 

to implement its activities as well 
as track progresses on migration-
related Sustainable Development 
Goals in Ethiopia.

The project is funded by the UN 
Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs (UN DESA) through 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development Sub-Fund of the 
Peace and Development Fund, of 
which China is a major donor.

The workshop was attended by Mr. 
ZHANG Gaohui, Section Chief for 
Political Affairs from the Embassy of 
China in Ethiopia.



ADDIs AbAbA - EthIOPIA 
25 MAy 2018

IOM assisted 94 adult and minor 
Ethiopian migrants to safely return 
from Djibouti using the newly 
inaugurated Ethio-Djibouti railway. 
This is the first time IOM used the 
Ethio-Djibouti railway to transport 
returnees to their home country. 
Upon reception at Lebu Furi 
Train Station, the returnees were 
welcomed by IOM Ethiopia staff 
and were transported to the Transit 
Center (TC) for accommodation. At 
the TC, the adult returnees will be 
provided with meals and onward 
transportation cash assistace. IOM 

in collaboration with its partners 
will also conduct a family tracing 
and reunification for the minors. All 
of the returnees that were assisted 
on this day were male migrants 
who were stranded in Djibouti 
and had no means to return back 
home. Out of the group, 21 were 
Unaccompanied Minors assisted 
under the European Union Trust 
Fund.

Similarly in the month of June,  90 
Ethiopian Unaccompanied Minors 
and nine adults were assisted by 
IOM Ethiopia to return home from 
Tanzania on June 5th though Better 
Migration Management Project. 
IOM is conducting a family tracing 
for reunification at its transit center 
in Addis Ababa. #AfricaTrustFund
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I returned, I had nothing. I tried to 
start a small business but failed 
because I had no start-up capital… 
I am very happy that I got a chance 
to have reintegration support… I will 
work hard in my country and change 
my life for the better,” he added.

The programme is part of the larger 
EU-IOM Joint Initiative for Migrant 
Protection and Reintegration which 
facilitates orderly, safe, regular and 
responsible migration management 
through the development of rights-

based and development-focused 
policies and processes on protection 
and sustainable reintegration. The 
EU-IOM Joint Initiative, backed by 
the EU Trust Fund, covers and has 
been set up in close cooperation 
with a total of 26 African countries.

“What happens after migrants’ 
return is often more important 
than helping them get home,” said 
Sara Basha, Program Coordinator 
with IOM Ethiopia. “The EU-
IOM Joint Initiative implements 

an innovative approach towards 
sustainable reintegration supporting 
solutions for migrants and their 
communities. It aims at enabling 
returnees to restart their lives in 
their countries of origin through an 
integrated reintegration approach 
that supports both migrants and 
their communities. It also has the 
potential to complement local 
development and mitigates some of 
the drivers of irregular migration,” 
Basha added.
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On May 3rd, 2018 IOM 
- International Organization 

for Migration SLO Ethiopia in 
coordination with Administration 
for Refugee & Returnee Affairs - 
ARRA relocated 64 South Sudanese 
refugees from Aburamo Transit 
Center to Gure Shembolla camp 
in Benishangul Gumuz Regional 
State of #Ethiopia. An average of 
50 #SouthSudanese migrants cross 
to Ethiopia seeking refuge through 
Benishangul Gumuz Regional State 
alone.


