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Addis AbAbA – 30 JAnuAry 2016

Director General (DG), Ambassador William 
Lacy Swing attended the 26th session of the 
Assembly of the African Union held on 30th – 
31st January in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Migration issues were highlighted during 
interactions with various Heads of State 
and Government Representatives, with 
specific reference to the free movement 
of people within Africa.  The ‘AU Treaty on 
Free Movement of Persons’ was recognized 
as an opportunity to not only combat 
irregular migration, but also to promote 
regional economic integration; this through 
a progressively freer movement of goods, 
capital and people as well as augment 
Governments’ aspiration to maintain 

peace, stability, and security. Emphasis was 
also accorded to strengthening efforts in 
addressing crises in countries affected by 
conflicts.

Following his attendance at the AU Summit, 
the DG met with the Ethiopian State Minister 
of Justice (MoJ) Ato Mesfin Abebe, joined by 
Ms. Maureen Achieng, Chief of Mission and 
Representative to the AU, ECA and IGAD; 
Mr. Jian Zhao, IOM Ethiopia Deputy Chief of 
Mission; Fumiko Nagano, Head of Migration 
Management Unit; and Sisay Mulatu, Senior 
Program Assistant for Capacity Building.

The MoJ State Minister, commended IOM for 
its dedicated support to the Government of 
Ethiopia (GoE) in strengthening its migration 
management system and migration 

governance structures. He highlighted the 
establishment of the National Council and 
its recent ratification of new legislation on 
Human Trafficking and Smuggling of Migrants 
as a key achievement of the Government of 
Ethiopia’s efforts to mitigate and combat 
irregular migration, human trafficking and 
smuggling. The MoJ has been mandated 
to chair the National Anti-Trafficking and 
Smuggling Taskforce, formerly facilitated by 
the Prime Minister’s Office.

Appreciating the Ethiopian Government’s 
active role and leadership in addressing 
current migration challenges, the DG 
reinforced IOM’s commitment to support 
the Government’s efforts in responding to 
migration needs. 

IOM DIrectOr General WIllIaM lacy SWInG
DIScuSSeS MIGratIOn ISSueS In ethIOpIa
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ADDIS AbAbA – 22 MARcH 2016

485 vulnerable Ethiopian migrants (122 
women, 261 men and 101 unaccompanied 
minors) were voluntarily evacuated from 
Yemen between the 19th-20th March 2016 
in a joint operation among the IOM offices in 
Yemen, Djibouti and Ethiopia, in coordination 
with IOM headquarters in Geneva, and 
in consultation with the Governments of 
Yemen, Djibouti, Ethiopia and the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. 

The Ethiopian migrants’ nightmares started 
out as a dream: to seek greener pastures and 
improve their standards of living. Ahmed,* 
a 22-year-old Barbershop owner, and Ali, * 
a 25-year-old khat shop owner, explained 
how their decision to migrate to Saudi Arabia 
together with several of their countrymen 
was propelled by their aspiration to have a 
better life. This dream was quickly shattered. 
“After paying smugglers to take us to Yemen, 
and we were promised that we would be 
on our way to Saudi Arabia to make a lot of 
money, we were intercepted by kidnappers 
as soon as we got off the boat in Yemen”, 
Ahmed explained.

Having endured unimaginable torture and 
hardship at the hands of multiple kidnappers, 
Ahmed recounted his traumatic experience: 
“We saw two individuals hung upside down 
and beaten to death; we watched them die”. 
Ali, for his part, relates how his siblings in 
Saudi Arabia had to pay the kidnappers a 
total of 10,000 Saudi Riyal (USD 2,700) for 
his release. He considers himself fortunate, 
lamenting how others did not share his 
fate and describing the inhuman cruelties 
he witnessed: “We saw kidnappers carving 
out the eyes of nine men with a knife. They 
melted plastic on the backs of some of them. 
We saw one young man who was beaten so 
badly his arm and chest bones were broken, 
his wounds were starting to smell in the 
torture room; we watched in sadness as he 
was thrown out and eaten by dogs, alive. If 
you don’t have the ransom demanded you 
lose your life. We saw many women who 
were raped.”

Those who managed to escape, or be 
released following ransom payment, fled and 
were given refuge in IOM shelters in Yemen. 
245 individuals were evacuated by IOM 
by boat from Hodeidah, Yemen to Djibouti 
and onwards to Ethiopia by bus.  Ahmed 
expressed his gratitude stating, “Now I am 
glad to be back, thanks to God and IOM. I 
will go back to my barbershop. After what 
I saw and experienced, I would rather start 
again from the bottom, even if I have to be a 
shoe shine boy. Anything is better than what 
I went through”.

Prior to a hiatus in mid-September 2015 
due to funding shortages, IOM had already 
evacuated 4,222 Ethiopians and provided 
post-arrival assistance to additional 3,319 
Ethiopians from Yemen. With new financial 
commitment, IOM and government partners 
in Yemen, Djibouti and Ethiopia have been 
working to re-launch the critical evacuation 
operation. 

“According to UNHCR and the Regional Mixed 
Migration Secretariat, more than 92,000  
migrants arrived in Yemen in 2015, and 89% 
of that figure are estimated to be Ethiopian 
nationals”, states Fumiko Nagano, Migration 
Management Programme Coordinator at the 
IOM SLO in Ethiopia,  which clearly illustrates 
the magnitude of the challenge. 

The current operational plan envisages to 
support the evacuation of 1,250 migrants 
stranded in Yemen. The resumption of 
the evacuation operation from Hodeidah 
seaport was supported by IOM emergency 

funds while IOM’s migrant assistance and 
protection operations are supported by DFID, 
ECHO, US Department of State, Sida, UN-
CERF, and USAIM. 

For his part, Ambassador Siraj Reshid, 
Head of the Middle East Directorate at the 
Ethiopia Ministry of Foreign Affairs states 
that these latest returns from Yemen ‘further 
underline the need to strengthen the fight 
against human traffickers and migrant 
smugglers. The Government of Ethiopia has 
already ratified an umbrella law and are 
working on its implementation to encourage 
regular channels for those who seek job 
opportunities abroad’.

Disclaimer: The actual names of the interviewed 
migrants were changed to ensure privacy and 
confidentiality. 

“after lIvInG thrOuGh Such hOrrIfIc 
tOrture, I’M GlaD tO be back alIve”
Ethiopian returnees recount the horrific torture 
they faced at the hands of kidnappers in Yemen



Addis AbAbA - 3 FebruAry 2016

IOM relocated 621 Somali asylum seekers 
from Sheder to Dollo Ado refugee camps in 
Ethiopia. The asylum seekers fled conflict 
in Yemen and made their way to Ethiopia 
by crossing Somaliland and onwards to the 
Togwachale entry point. 

IOM’s Jijiga and Dollo Ado sub-offices in 
the Somali Regional State of Ethiopia, 
in cooperation with the Government of 
Ethiopia’s Administration for Refugee 
and Returnee Affairs (ARRA) and UNHCR, 
relocated the group to Dollo Ado area 
refugee camps, where they could register as 
refugees and receive assistance.

The relocation operation started in December 
2015 and comprised of five movements. The 
latest, on Friday, 12 February, relocated 92 
people following consecutive movements 
of 50 people in December, 361 people in 
January and 210 people in February. 

IOM also relocated 79 Yemeni asylum seekers 
in December and January. They were moved 
from Sheder to Addis Ababa, in coordination 
with ARRA and UNHCR.

news

Somaliland - January 2016

In early January, a migrant boat left the 
northern coast of Somalia bound for Yemen. 
It carried 106 Ethiopian and Somali migrants 
who had traveled across large swathes of 
remote land on foot and by truck to reach 
the boat in time for its departure.

This boat was just one of many routinely 
smuggling thousands of irregular migrants 
to Yemen from the Horn of Africa each year. 
More than 90,000 migrants arrived in Yemen 
in 2015, and almost 90 per cent of them 
were from Ethiopia.

Soon after it left the shore, the boat 
developed mechanical problems and was 

unable to make the 10-hour crossing to 
Yemen. It drifted at sea for a week, before 
capsizing in rough seas off the coast of 
Somaliland, the autonomous region of 
northern Somalia.

Thirty-six migrants drowned on 8 January 
2016, adding to the total of 95 others 
reported to have died in the Red Sea and Gulf 
of Aden in 2015.

The IOM office in Hargeisa, Somaliland, 
worked closely with government authorities 
to assist the survivors with emergency 
assistance, medical care and transportation. 
They were transferred by road to Berbera, 
and onwards to Hargeisa where they were 

accommodated at the Ethiopian Community 
Center.

On 26 January, 64 of the survivors opted to 
return home to Ethiopia supported through 
IOM Ethiopa’s Assisted Voluntary Return 
Programme. “I am going back to Ethiopia 
to look for work and to see my family and 
five children. I will tell everyone not to try 
irregular migration to the Gulf”, states 28 
year old Hassan.

The operation was funded by the US State 
Department’s Bureau for Population, 
Refugees and Migration (PRM).

ethIOpIan SurvIvOrS Of SOMalIa bOat
traGeDy return hOMe

The
Migrant
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Addis AbAbA – 3 MArch 2016

A high-level donor delegation visiting 
Horn of Africa migration routes met with 
Ethiopian State Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Regassa Kefale and State Minister of Justice 
Mesfin Abebe.

The delegates from North America, 
Europe and Asia – who were supported by 
IOM – noted Ethiopia’s achievements in 
development over the past decade. They 
raised questions, however, on how the 
country is dealing with the current drought 
and persisting irregular migration challenges.

At briefings on two separate days (23/25 
February) the State Ministers expressed 
Ethiopia’s efforts to sign an agreement 
with Gulf countries to pave the way for the 

continuation of regular labour migration 
which was put on hold after the government 
introduced a ban in 2013.

They also highlighted the newly introduced 
law which enforces penalties on smugglers/
traffickers and the creation of job 
opportunities in the country as some of the 
major steps the government has taken to 
curb irregular migration.

Despite such efforts, the numbers of 
irregular migrants intercepted while trying 
to cross Djibouti and the Red Sea are on 
the rise through new routes. Following this, 
many migrants endure terrible hardships, 
including being physically abused, held for 
ransom, or stranded in prisons in transit 
countries.

Regassa expressed his appreciation to 
IOM and its partners for their support, 
particularly for assisting with voluntary 
return of migrants, which made it possible 
for many Ethiopian migrants from Yemen, 
Libya and Malawi to return home.

The delegates praised the country for hosting 
more than 750,000 refugees while dealing 
with the El Nino–induced drought which 
has affected 10.2 million people. The State 
Minister told delegates that Ethiopia has 
raised only half of the needed funds to meet 
the challenges posed by the drought and still 
requires assistance of partners to fill the gap 
and prevent the situation from aggravating.

During their field visit in Afar, the delegates 
had the opportunity to witness a drought 
affected area, where dozens of herders have 
gathered with their families and remaining 
livestock. With conditions already dire 
in February, many families expressed to 
the delegates their fears of losing all their 
livelihood to the summer heat.

Regassa called for coordinated efforts of 
both the government and partners to speed 
up the response. The delegates expressed 
their appreciation for the country’s improved 
position in responding to the drought.

In addition to meeting with State Ministers, 
the delegates also visited two IOM refugee 
transit centres – one for people waiting 
to leave for the USA, Europe, Australia 
and Canada; another hosting Ethiopian 
unaccompanied minor returnees from 
Yemen and Djibouti.

The delegates also visited IOM’s Assisted 
Voluntary Return and Reintegration service 
in Addis Ababa. 

Addis AbAbA - 2 FebruAry 2016

IOM Ethiopia has officially opened its third 
Migration Health Assessment Center (MHAC) 
in Jijiga City in the Somali Regional State of 
Ethiopia.

The center, which joins two others in Addis 
Ababa and Shire, is funded by the US 
State Department’s Bureau of Population, 
Refugees and Migration (PRM) and has been 
conducting initial pilot health services for 
refugees since 14 September 2015.

Over 1,600 Somali refugees have received 
medical screening as part of the United 
States Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP) 
at the center over the past five months.

Health assessments include physical 
examination, tuberculosis (TB) investigation, 
directly observed therapy (DOT) during TB 
treatment, testing for hepatitis B, treatment 
for syphilis, administration of vaccines 
and health education. Medical staff also 
determines fitness to travel and other health 
requirements during travel.

The center will bring medical services much 
closer to the Jijiga area refugee camps of Aw 
Bare, Sheder and Kebribeyah, significantly 
reducing the distance that refugees have 

to travel. Previously they needed to make 
a 1,400 kilometre roundtrip journey to the 
MHAC in Addis Ababa. 

IOM Ethiopia works closely with the 

Ethiopian Government’s Administration for 
Refugee and Returnee Affairs (ARRA) and 
Ministry of Health (MoH), together with 
UNHCR in providing various medical services 
for refugees across Ethiopia.

IOM OpenS thIrD MIGratIOn health 
aSSeSSMent center In ethIOpIa
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Addis AbAbA - 14 MArch 2016

As part of an ongoing relief effort in support 
of drought-affected families, IOM recently 
distributed 442 Emergency Shelter and Non-
Food Item (ES/NFI) kits to displaced families 
in Mile, Dubti, and Asiyta woredas of the Afar 
Regional State. Accordingly, 87 households 
were assisted in Mile, while 305 received 
assistance in Dubti and 50 households in 
Asiyta. The ES/NFI kits contained plastic 
sheeting for temporary shelters, mosquito 
nets, sleeping mats and blankets, kitchen sets, 

basic hygiene kits and other materials to meet 
essential household needs.

The current El Niño-driven drought is 
unprecedented in scale and severity. 10.2 
million farmers, herders and their families have 
lost harvests and livestock and rely on food 
assistance to meet basic needs. Malnutrition 
rates are increasing and over 5 million people 
require emergency water and sanitation 
assistance, which is starting to become a major 
factor in driving displacement.

Host communities continue to demonstrate 
extraordinary resilience in their 
accommodation of newly displaced families, 
despite also being severely impacted by the 
drought. 

The life and livelihoods of pastoralist 
communities in the Afar Region are based on 
livestock productivity and the drought has 
adversely affected their livelihood conditions. 
For example, the health and quality of livestock 
are deterioarating due to water depletion and 
pasture degenaration. As a result, the market 
value of livestock decreases substantially. 
Rainfall during the spring Karma season has 
also been inadequate for the regeneration of 
pasture and replenishment of water sources.

These factors are driving many pastoralist 
communities to move from their places of 
origin to neighboring woredas and regions of 
Amhara, Tigray and Oromia in search of water 
and pasture. 

IOM, in strong partnership with the Ethiopian  
Red Cross Society continues to provide 
assistance to displaced communities in other 
drought-affected areas across Amhara, Afar, 
Gambella, Oromia, SNNPR, Somali and Tigray 
Regions. In 2016, across the country, over 
800,000 people are expected to be in need of 
emergency shelter and non-food items.

ADDIS AbAbA – 8 MARcH 2016

Dutch Minister for Foreign Trade and 
Development Cooperation Lilianne Ploumen  
visited IOM’s “Community Conversations” 
project in Hitsase camp in Ethiopia’s Tigray 
region. The scheme is aimed at curbing 
secondary movements of Eritrean refugees 
from the camp.

The delegation, comprising the Minister, the 
Dutch Ambassador to Ethiopia and other high-
level officials, as well as Dutch journalists, met 
with the project facilitators and camp central 
committee members.

The refugees explained how the existing dire 
situation in Eritrea forced them to leave the 
country and seek refuge in Ethiopia.  They 
further discussed the living conditions in the 
camp and how they see the future.

They also explained how secondary movement 
to places like Europe is becoming increasingly 
appealing to refugees and is resulting in more 
lives lost.

The project facilitators explained how they 
try to dissuade people from leaving through 
awareness raising and behavior change 
communication activities. Artistic media, such 
as theatre, drama and music are also used to 
appeal to the refugees.

Delegates were also briefed on other IOM 
Community Conversation interventions 
held in different regions in Ethiopia. Other 
activities conducted by IOM in refugee camps 

include peer education, music concerts, and 
sporting events targeting refugees and host 
communities, as well as capacity building 
workshops targeting law enforcement 
agencies.

IOM highlighted its avoidance of ‘scare tactics,’ 
focusing instead on communicating messages 
from a positive angle. This positive approach 
aims to give hope, without distorting facts and 
compromising information on the risks and 
dangers of irregular migration.

Minster Ploumen expressed her appreciation 
for the Ethiopian government’s open door 
policy and the generosity of Ethiopian 
communities in hosting refugees from 
neighboring countries – notably Eritrea and 
South Sudan. She said that the Netherlands 
will strengthen its partnership with the 
Government of Ethiopia to address the 
challenges of irregular migration, and will 
continue to closely work with IOM and its 
partners to support Eritrean refugees through 
education and livelihood programs.

news
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Addis AbAbA - 29 JAnuAry 2016

The international Organization for 
Migration special Liaison Office in 
Addis Ababa launched The Other 
Migrant Crisis report on January 
29, 2016 at the Ellily international 

Hotel. it focuses on measures applicable to 
receiving countries in protecting migrant 
workers from human rights abuses, including 
forced labor and human trafficking.  special 

attention was given to protecting migrant 
workers against exploitation in the Middle 
East and north Africa (MEnA). The event was 
attended by Ethiopian Government officials, 
nGOs, international Organizations and 
sectoral stakeholders.

The report is produced within the framework 
of iOM’s project on ‘Action to Protect and 
Assist Vulnerable and Exploited Migrant 
Workers in Middle East and north Africa 

(PAVE)’. it is funded by the European union 
and co-funded by the italian Ministry of 
interior. specifically, the report highlights 
results of a quantitative and qualitative 
research exposing current conditions of 
migrant workers trafficked and exploited 
across MEnA. The studies were informed 
by the case data of 162 victims (including 
Ethiopians) assisted under PAVE as well as 
by focus group discussions with beneficiaries 
and roundtables with Governments and 
nGOs/iOs from two origin countries of 
migrants (Ethiopia and Philippines), and two 
host countries (Lebanon and Jordan).   

Ongoing armed conflicts and economic 
instability across MEnA create conducive 
climates for modern slavery. sectarian 
violence, the rise of extremism and record 
displacement of populations are heavily 
impacting the region. These complex 
humanitarian emergencies inadvertently 
relegate the critical needs of the burgeoning 
migrant population workforce.

Migrant workers trapped in conflict zones 
are being captured by armed groups to be 
used as human shields. This, compounded 
with smuggling and trafficking reports, 
further heightens the crucial need to act 
immediately. The continuous supply and 
demand flow for cheap migrant labour urges 
governments in the region to act in response 
to these human rights violations.

discussion points raised during the launch of 
the report included enquiries on the existing 
protection mechanisms offered to migrants. 
Finally, ways to efficiently implement the 
recommendations and specifying the roles 
of countries of destination in protecting 
vulnerable migrants were underlined. 

 ‘the Other MIGrant crISIS’
repOrt launcheD In aDDIS ababa

Tigray – 9 February 2016

IOM convened a workshop with partners 
on 9

 February 2016, in Shire, to discuss ways 
forward and define approaches to mitigating 
secondary movements and irregular 
migration in the Northern part of Ethiopia. 
Discussions considered the possibilities 
to provide Eritrean refugees and host 
communities in the Tigray Region with basic 
business, vocational skills trainings and 
income generating opportunities. 

A total of 37 representatives from IOM, 
UK-FCO, ARRA, UNHCR, ZOA, DICAC, NRC, 
HIS, micro finance institutions, zonal level 
officials, refugee representatives from the 
targeted refugee camps and representatives 
of the host community attended the 
workshop.

Presentations and discussions with 
participants dominated the event, including 
an appraisal of global and regional irregular/
secondary migration trends, concepts, 
challenges and efforts of intervention 
response set the tone. Partners were 
familiarized with the pilot livelihood project 
goals and activities.

The Lack of livelihood options was 
considered by all as the major push 
factor for Eritrean refugees and Northern 
Ethiopians to migrate via the so-called 
‘Northern corridor’; this dangerous route 
involves crossing to Sudan, Egypt, and 
Libya and onwards to the North African 
Mediterranean coast en route to European 
countries. To help alleviate this problem, 
IOM together with the 37 representatives 
agreed on a project package geared to 
increase livelihood opportunities for 

120 beneficiaries from refugee and host 
communities (70/30 percent respectively). 
The package will include market analysis, 
beneficiaries’ selection criteria, basic 
business skills and vocational skills trainings, 
as well as providing start-up capital and 
monitoring of activities. 

During the consultation, participants 
appreciated IOM’s engagement in livelihood 
activities in addition to awareness raising 
activities. Equally, the event was an 
opportunity to present global and regional 
irregular migration trends, IOM‘s mandate 
and programs in Ethiopia including IOM’s 
livelihood project in Shire. Contributions 
and engagement from participants were 
ethusiastic and forthcoming.

IOM anD partnerS DIScuSS IncOMe GeneratInG OppOrtunItIeS 
fOr erItrean refuGeeS anD hOSt cOMMunItIeS In tIGray
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ADDIS AbAbA - 3 MARcH 2016

Shemsedin was 24 years old and living in Addis Ababa when 
he decided to migrate out of the country. Poverty stricken 
and sharing a household with four siblings and his parents, 
Shemsedin wanted to seek a way out to improve his living 
standard and support his family. He followed the call of his 
friends based in Sudan and migrated legally to the neighboring 
country in search for income generating opportunities. 

Working as a daily laborer and cleaner for three years, his 
initial intention to settle down in Sudan changed when the 
economy became unstable and the prospects of earning 
a better living elsewhere were suggested and seemed 
promising. It took Shemsedin two years to save the required 
amount of 700 USD - his life savings - to smugglers in exchange 
for a bus ride to Libya. 

Together with other 29 irregular migrants from Ethiopia, 
Eritrea and Sudan, Shemsedin embarked on a bus en route to 
Libya escorted by their Sudanese smugglers. Upon reaching 
the Sinai desert, they were handed over to Libyan smuggler 
counterparts and continued their perilous journey.  In the 
middle of the Sinai desert the group was abandoned by 
their smugglers. After enduring six days in the desert with 
little food and water, they were intercepted by Egyptian 
law enforcement authorities who arrested them for illegally 
entering Egypt.

The following four months of imprisonment were very difficult 
for Shemsedin. He remembers the physical and psychological 
abuse meted out to prisoners aggravating his desperation and 
anguish.  Regular visits and inspections in Egyptian prisons 
by the Ethiopian Embassy and IOM staff members in Cairo 
identified the smuggled Ethiopians and informed them of 
IOM’s Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR) 
program. This was a turning point for Shemsedin, giving him 
new hope. The EU-funded protection project enabled him to 
return home to Ethiopia as one of 189 Ethiopian beneficiaries 
of this project. 

Upon Shemsedin’s return in June 2014, he used his 
reintegration allocation of EUR 800 to purchase two cows to 
establish a business selling dairy products. While running this 
enterprise, he identified another profitable business idea: He 
decided to sell one of his cows to buy a Bajaj (a three-wheel 
vehicle) at the price of ETB 25,000 to provide transportation 

services. There is a high demand for such services in the area 
for the transportation of agricultural products to the market. 
This provided him with an opportunity to increase his income.  

His big dreams have been crushed and he admits that “it 
has been a bit difficult to make a living since returning to 
Ethiopia” but through perseverance and determination he’s 
gradually rebuilding his life: “I have already saved more than 
ETB 45,000” remarked Shemsedin. In the future, he hopes 
to invest in a larger scale agricultural business. Shemsedin 
Abdulmenani is now 30 years old. Despite the scars left by his 
harsh experience, he is grateful that he had been given the 
chance to return safely to his home country to start out a new 
life. 

IOM’s Assisted Voluntary Return and 
Reintegration (AVRR) program
IOM SLO facilitates orderly and humane return of Ethiopian 
migrants unable to remain in host countries opting to 
return voluntarily to Ethiopia. IOM SLO’s support package 
include: screening and identifying victims of trafficking and 
other vulnerable migrants; providing rehabilitation and AVR 
support; and assisting with social and economic reintegration 
post-arrival. When donor funding is available, returnees are 
assisted with reintegration through technical and vocational 
training, job placement, temporary accommodation, medical 
and psychosocial support, material assistance as well as 
setting-up micro-businesses.

In 2015, IOM, in collaboration with GoE, assisted in the 
evacuation of 7,538 Ethiopian migrants from Yemen following 
the emergency crisis in that country. Of that figure, 5,106 
returnees were welcomed at the airport in Addis Ababa by 
IOM staff and escorted to IOM’s AVRR Transit Center, where 
they were provided with food, accommodation, non-food 
items (NFI), transportation to bus stations and onward 
transportation allowance to continue their journeys to their 
respective hometowns in Ethiopia. Through the referral 
linkage that was created between the government hospitals 
and IOM, 246 returnees in need of medical assistance 
received proper medical care. Special attention was paid 
to vulnerable cases, particularly women and children. In 
total, 246 returnees were provided with emergency return 
assistance.



internShip progrAmS 
for youth in ethiopiA 
AN OppOrtuNIty thAt cONtrIbuteS tO curbINg  IrreguLAr MIgrAtION 

9

bEnISHAnGuL-GuMuz , ETHIOPIA 

Ethiopia is a source, transit and destination country for 
many migrants. Economic opportunities abroad continue 
to push many young Ethiopians to emigrate. Leaving their 
homes following both regular and irregular channels, the 
young migrants are seeking better paying jobs or merely 
employment opportunities. Following the Government’s 
launch of the second Growth and Transformation Plan, the 
number of jobs that will be created is expected to grow. 
However, with the increasing number of graduates looking 
for work opportunities, the chances of employment for new 
alumni remain slim. In order to address these challenges, 
IOM and the Bureau of Labour and Social Affairs in Assosa 
have initiated a unique pilot project. Aimed at graduates in 
search of jobs, the program offers professional internship 
opportunities. 

Betlehem Asnake, is one of the participants of the project. 
She was given a six-month internship opportunity with the 
International NGO - Save the Children in Assosa, Benishangul-
Gumuz Regional State. Working hard and diligently, she 
embraced her internship with enthusiasm:  “I was not looking 
for money at that time, I was more interested in the work 
opportunity and learning experience. So I was really excited 
when I received the opportunity to work as an intern at Save 
the Children”. This work experience, she hopes, will lead to 
future professional opportunities.

For this young woman, like for many other young graduates, 
finding a starting point into their professional career seemed 
hopeless. As a graduate of banking and finance from Aksum 
University, Betlehem could not find a job right after college: 
“I was looking for work for more than seven months after 
graduation. I was a fresh graduate with little experience. Jobs 
were not easy to come by”. She explains that “the longer you 
are unemployed, the less chances of getting work; and I was 
beginning to worry as the months went by without a job”. Just 
when the aspiring young graduate was about to give up on her 
job search, she found out about the internship program that 

was collaboratively launched by IOM and the Assosa Bureau 
of Labour and Social Affairs. As part of this pilot initiative, IOM 
has arranged with partner organizations to provide internship 
opportunities for 30 young graduates.

Ahmed Babakir, Assosa Labour and Social Affairs Bureau 
Head stated that many fresh graduates find it difficult to 
be employed. He expounds on how the internship program 
was devised: “As job searches bear no fruit, many aspire 
to travel abroad through irregular routes. To prevent such 
wrong paths, we discussed the matter with IOM and came 
up with the internship program enabling graduates to get 
a foot in the working world.” The internship opportunities 
were provided for graduates on health, banking, accounting, 
telecommunication and different government and private 
offices.  

Months after the pilot project was implemented Mr. 
Ahmed states that it has been very rewarding: “We have 
had testimonies from many offices where the interns were 
enrolled in. The offices were happy with the service the interns 
provided. They also appreciated their discipline and provided 
recommendations for them”. The Office Head stated that 
budget constraints restrained his bureau from creating job 
opportunities for all the graduates. He, however, appreciated 
IOM’s support for the interns and encouraged other 
organizations to take IOM’s lead in providing opportunities for 
new graduates. 

The internship arranged by IOM provided Betlehem with entry 
points into the professional market in Assosa, Benishangul-
Gumuz Region of Ethiopia. After completing her internship, 
Betlehem is now working at the Oromia United Bank, the 
22-year-old coordinates the ticket support clerks and informs 
customers about the newly introduced mobile banking 
system. “Introducing such a new system is challenging even 
for clients from Addis Ababa. The challenge tends to be higher 
when you are doing it in the regions because it takes a lot 
of convincing”, she explains. Despite the challenges, she is 
hopeful that she will gradually adapt to her new set of tasks.



November - Member States of 
the Intergovernmental Authority 
on Development (IGAD) resolved 
to double their efforts to combat 
trafficking in persons and smuggling 
of migrants during the 6th Meeting of 
the Regional Consultative Process on 
Migration held in Djibouti.
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IN RETROSPECT 

The
Migrant

August - The Ethiopian Foreign 
Minister, Dr. Tedros Adhanom, gave a 
valediction for Josiah Ogina, IOM Chief 
of Mission and Representative to AU, 
ECA and IGAD in Ethiopia, on July 30, 
2015, MoFA reported.

January - IOM signed a new 
cooperation agreement with the 
Government of Ethiopia to work 
together on migration issues with 
a view to promoting economic and 
social development.

May - IOM Ethiopia has provided 
post arrival assistance to some 2,061 
vulnerable Ethiopians returning from 
war-torn Yemen including people injured 
in the conflict.

June - Due to a major flooding of 
camps many refugees sought for 
shelter at higher grounds last year. 
To avoid similar incidents and in line 
with Ethiopia’s Administration for 
Refugees and Returnee Affairs (ARRA) 
and UNHCR request, IOM relocated 
47,085 South Sudanese refugees from 
the flooded camps of Leitchuor and Nip 
Nip to Jewii. The relocation was carried 
out from 8 May to 3 June 2015.

March - Following the Administration 
for Refugee and Returnee Affairs 
(ARRA) and UNHCR’s request, IOM 
provided transportation assistance 
to Eritrean refugees registered at 
Endabaguna screening centre. The 
operation started on 19 December, 
2014.

September - The new Chief of Mission 
of the International Organization for 
Migration Special Liaison Office in 
Ethiopia (IOM SLO) and Representative 
to AU, ECA and IGAD, Ms. Maureen 
Achieng, presented her credentials to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) 
of the Federal Democratic Republic of 
Ethiopia.

Dr. teDrOS baDe fareWell tO IOM’S 
chIef Of MISSIOn, JOSIah OGIna

IOM SIGnS neW 
cOOperatIOn aGreeMent 

IOM SuppOrtS thOuSanDS Of 
ethIOpIanS returnInG frOM 
yeMen

IOM relOcateS 47,085 SOuth 
SuDaneSe refuGeeS

IOM relOcateS erItrean refuGeeS 
tO Safe caMpS

neW IOM SlO ethIOpIa chIef Of 
MISSIOn preSentS creDentIalS

IGaD cOuntrIeS reSOlve 
tO tackle huMan traffIckInG

November - IOM, in close 
collaboration with the Government of 
Ethiopia and with support from the 
UN and Intergovernmental Authority 
on Development (IGAD), has held two 
workshops to kick start a Migration 
Profile exercise and to establish a 
National Coordination Mechanism 
on Migration for Ethiopia. The 
initiatives are being spearheaded by 
the Government of Ethiopia with the 
technical support of IOM. 

MIGratIOn prOfIlInG exercISe 
launcheD In ethIOpIa

December - IOM, in close collaboration 
with Ethiopia’s Ministry of Labour 
and Social Affairs (MoLSA), organized 
a Training of Trainers (ToT) on labour 
migration for Ethiopian government 
officials from 14-17 December 2015 at 
the Ellily International Hotel in Addis 
Ababa, as part of the IOM Development 
Fund-backed project: “Strengthening 
Labour Migration Management in 
Ethiopia”.

StrenGthenInG labOur 
MIGratIOn ManaGeMent In 
ethIOpIa

OctOber - IOM Ethiopia relocated 
1,061 Sudanese and South Sudanese 
refugees from Ashura temporary camp 
to the new Tsore camp in Benishangul-
Gumuz region on 15 October 2015.

IOM relOcateS 1,061 refuGeeS In 
ethIOpIa

November - IOM Ethiopia conducted 
a two-day International Migration Law 
(IML) training on 12-13 November 2015 
for 24 Senior Government Officials 
from seven regions and two city 
administrations - Tigray, Afar, Amhara, 
Oromia, SNNPR, Somalia, Harari, Addis 
Ababa and Dire Dawa.

ethIOpIan OffIcIalS StuDy 
InternatIOnal MIGratIOn laW

NOVEMBER - As a member of the One 
UN Ethiopia, IOM SLO Ethiopia took 
part in the Ethiopian Great Run 2015.



Addis AbAbA- 18 december 2015

Every year, the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM) marks the International 
Migrants Day (IMD) on December 18. This 
year, IOM Ethiopia marked the IMD with a 
series of activities dedicated to the theme “I 
am a Migrant”.

In solidarity with IOM’s global observance, the 
event was initiated against the backdrop of a 
candle light vigil in remembrance of migrant 
lives lost in 2015, at the Addis Ababa Oromo 
Cultural Center attended by the Minister 
of Labour and Social Affairs of Ethiopia 
and other officials, partners, ambassadors 
and the public. At the ceremony, Ms. 
Maureen Achieng, IOM Chief of Mission and 
Representative to the African Union, UNECA 
and IGAD read out the Statement from IOM 
Director General William Lacy Swing to mark 
International Migrants Day 2015.

At the following high-level panel discussion 
participants were invited to share their 
future vision for migration: “I would like 
to see a future with all my countrymen 
finding better jobs in their own country and 
where they aspire to enhance their lives by 
working with the opportunities within their 
country. I would like to see a trend where 
African laborers freely move in Africa to 
take advantage of the opportunities and to 
see a migration trend outside the continent 
through legal means where the rights and 
dignities of migrants are protected with 
different jobs and wages that are guaranteed 
along with reasonable work hours”, H.E. Mr. 
Abdulfatah Abdulllahi, Minister of Labour 
and Social Affairs of Ethiopia expressed his 
hopes.

Ms. Ahunna Eziakonwa – Onochie, 
Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident 
Representative in Ethiopia inspired 
participants with her vision of a global family 
of cooperation: “I dream of a world as a 
theater - for someone who loves theater - 
where Hollywood, Bollywood and Nollywood 
can meet to transform the world of creativity 
and bring solutions to the human condition”.

In accordance with this year’s theme, a photo 
exhibition entitled ‘I Am a Migrant’, was also 
showcased recounting 30 migrants’ stories 
worldwide. The Ceremony was punctuated 

with two contemporary dance performances 
entitled ‘The Migrant’s Journey’ and ‘I am a 
Migrant’ by the renowned Ethiopian dance 
group Destino. 

Furthermore, the premier of the IOM 
Ethiopia documentary film entitled ‘Back 
to the Motherland’ was projected. The film 
raises awareness on the hazards of illegal 
migration as well as IOM’s role and mission 
in saving migrant lives and promoting a 
humane and orderly migration.

IOM’s 8th World Migration Report (WMR) 
entitled ‘The World Migration Report 2015: 
Migrants and Cities, New Partnerships to 
Manage Mobility’ was also launched. The 
report focuses on how migration affects and 
shapes cities as well as tackles related issues 
that could be beneficial to governments 
and policy makers worldwide in facing their 
respective rural exodus and urban landscape 
challenges. The report can be a relevant 
tool in the Ethiopian context where the 
economy is booming and growing at a fast 
rate begetting rural exodus, and which can 
be expected to rise in the upcoming years.

INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY 2015 MARKED WITH A 
CANDLELIGHT VIGIL IN ADDIS ABABA
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ACT NOW
UNPRECEDENTED
SCALE & SEVERITY

UNINTENDED 
CONSEQUENCES

DEVELOPMENT
GAINS AT RISK

PROTECT TOMORROW

The current El Niño-driven drought is 
unprecedented in scale and severity. 10.2 
million farmers, herders and their families 
have lost harvests and livestock and fully 
rely on food assistance to meet basic needs. 
With the Government’s leadership, the 
biggest drought response operations in 
Ethiopia’s history is under way.

In the past,  droughts have brought 
humanitarian calamity.  Today government 
and humanitarian partners’ early warning 
and action has averted a crisis so far. But the 
magnitude of this emergency requires  
more ACTION NOW.

For information on how to support 
Ethiopia’s humanitarian appeal contact us 
on ocha-ethiopia@un.org. To �nd out more 
about Ethiopia’s Humanitarian Require-
ments Document please go to https://ww-
w.humanitarianresponse.info/en/opera-
tions/ethiopia

Ethiopia's Humanitarian Requirements 
Document (HRD) seeks $1.4 billion to assist 
10.2 million food insecure people, 2.2 million 
moderately malnourished children under-5 and mothers, 
450,000 severely malnourished children under-5, 5.8 million people without access 
to water and sanitation, at least 800,000 people in need of emergency shelter and 
non-food items; as well as assistance in the health, agriculture, protection and emergency 
education.

LOOMING GAPS AHEAD
The ongoing humanitarian assistance is threatened by critical funding gaps in all 
sectors. Available funding for food is being exhausted, which could lead to a break in 
food assistance by the end of April when the emergency is expected to reach its peak.. 
Each day without food assistance increases human su�ering, lengthens recovery 
period, strains humanitarian and development systems, and exponentially increases 
intervention cost. This can be prevented, with an adequately funded humanitarian 
response today. 

The development systems, through which a 
well-coordinated humanitarian response is 
being channeled, are over-strained. 
Impressive development gains made over 
the past decade are already in decline, 
including gains made in the Millennium 
Development Goals. Investing US$1.4 billion 
in the drought response will safeguard 
US$30 billion contributed by international 
donors in o�cial development assistance 
over the past 10 years. 

If Ethiopia is required to divert further 
funding to this crisis, there may be 
unintended consequences. The world has 
come to rely on a strong and stable 
Ethiopia. The country also hosts more 
refugees than any other country in Africa. 

E T H I O P I AE T H I O P I A
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2016
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3RD LARGEST 
HUMANITARIAN 
APPEAL IT’S NOT 

TOO LATE

A  9 0 - D A Y  F U N D - R A I S I N G  C A M P A I G N

EL NIÑO
C R I S I S

IOM JOINS CAMPAIGN TO 
ADDRESS FUNDING GAPS IN 
ETHIOPIA DROUGHT RESPONSE
ADDIS AbAbA - 23 MARcH 2016

IOM joins humanitarian partners and 
the Government of Ethiopia on a 90-day 
campaign to raise awareness on the urgent 
need for an additional funding for the 
drought crisis in Ethiopia to address the 
humanitarian resource gap. 

“Ethiopia is currently contending with 
one of the most serious climatic shocks in 
recorded history with ten million people 
facing lost harvests and livestock as well as 
severe water shortages and health risks,”   
said Ms. Ahunna Eziakonwa-Onuchie, UN 
Humanitarian Coordinator for Ethiopia.  “We 
are launching this campaign to advocate for 
increased funding commensurate with the 
scale and severity of this crisis.’ 

While Ethiopia’s 2016 US$1.4 billion appeal 
has received over US$758 million from the 
Ethiopian government and the international 
community, significant life-saving gaps 
remain across all sectors. The four months 

lead time to get relief commodities to people 
in need means that action is required now.

Commending the Ethiopian government, 
the UN Humanitarian Coordinator noted 
that the government is one of the largest 
financial contributors to the crisis so far 
and also leads in the coordination of a 
complex inter-sector response, which uses 
government systems and relies on national 
capacity.  

`We are indeed thankful and encouraged 
by the donors who have stepped up to 
support Ethiopia in this drought crisis,’ 
said the Commissioner Mitiku Kassa, 
National Disaster Risk Management 
Commission.   `Some of these donors joined 
the Government to respond at the onset of 
the crisis in October last year. They did so 
knowing that it costs three times more to 
treat severe malnutrition than to provide 
the food and other associated support that 
might have prevented that child’s descent 
into severe acute malnutrition.”

Noting that the international community 
stands to gain much from supporting 
Ethiopia in the drought response, the 
Humanitarian Coordinator observed that 
drought response is not just about saving 

lives  it is about protecting development 
gains - gains which the Government and 
its development partners have worked 
tirelessly to build up over decades. 

IOM Ethiopia Drought Response

As part of an ongoing relief effort IOM Ethiopia is providing drought 
affected families with Emergency Shelter and Non-Food Item (ES/
NFI) kits. 

IOM’s Displacement tracking and analysis is providing emergency 
actors with critical insight into the multi-sectoral humanitarian and 
protection 

needs of displaced persons and host communities. Continued 
strengthening of inter-cluster mechanisms for sharing of 
displacement information and subsequent incorporation into 
humanitarian response planning is essential, to ensure an accurate 
picture of the multi-sectoral needs of displaced persons and host 
communities is regularly available to emergency actors.

Host communities continue to demonstrate extraordinary resilience 
in their accommodation of newly displaced families, despite also 
being severely impacted by the drought. In order to ensure that the 
good will extended by host communities to displaced persons does 
not become a point of tension, the humanitarian response to the 
drought must adequately address the multi-sectoral needs of both 
displaced persons and host communities. 

Unless immediate and sustained ES/NFI assistance is secured, 
affected populations will continue to be critically exposed to the 
harsh effects of the El Nino climatic phenomenon, unable to meet 
their household needs and further strain the limited resources of 
host communities.


